Italien : 2009 –god, ikke exceptionel 
N O V E M B E R 2 0 0 9, fra vores leverandører (sammenskriv) 
At snake generelt om 2009 I et land så stort som Italien (17-20% af Verdens vinhøst) er svært. Men her er et overblik på årgang 2009 fra nogle af vores leverandører. 
In 2009, FRANCE produced 48 million hl wine (12% more than in 2008) while the

output of SPAIN fell by 5% to 39 million hl. Spain obviously has been suffering more

of the continuous heat and lack of rain. Italy also had a long and warm season, but in

many places some rainfall arrived just in time. This resulted in a 2009 production of

46,5 million hl (4% less than in 2008). And, so, France is back on top in terms of volume.

Today, however, in a struggling economy, it is not so much volume that interests

most of us, but quality.

In ITALY, the general opinion on 2009 went initially from ‘a good, but not exceptional

vintage’ to ‘ very high quality ’ and, finally, to excited exclamations at the end of the

harvest like ‘we will never have a harvest like this one again’ (Adriano Dal Bianco /

Masottina).

To quote three of Italy’s top consultants/ winemakers (September 2009):

Lorenzo Landi: “The significant early harvest that we expected was not as large as we

thought. With late-harvest, we will have a lot of problems if it rains. Otherwise, there

could be some positive surprises. The white grape varieties fare better. They have

been able to maintain their acidity and their freshness and will be superior to those

from recent vintages.“

Carlo Ferrini: “Positive results for early-ripening grape varieties, except for a few

problems in the warmest productions zones”.

Riccardo Cotarella : “This year the coolest zones have an advantage in the production

of important wines. Red wines will suffer in extreme climates and we will obtain important

wines from Sangiovese and Aglianico where the vines are situated at [sufficient]

elevation. For white wines, it is an exceptional season”.

This year, generally speaking, the Apennines tended to divide wine-country Italy in two parts. Overall, the western part of

Italy produced more than the eastern part .

However, most of our producers have no dramatic volume changes in their cellars, due to the fact that they often manage to

keep a standard quantity by green harvesting and thinning.

- 2009 will be a generally very good year for ALTO ADIGE wines and exceptional for reds from lower altitudes and whites

in the mid-high altitude range.

- In PIEMONTE the white and early-ripening red grapes were very healthy and the alcohol is relatively high. Harvesting was

very often anticipated. 
-While Italy competes with France for being the biggest wineproducer in the world, within Italy itself there is no doubt

about VENETO being the region with the largest wine production. It includes Amarone, Valpolicella and Soave production in

the west, Prosecco in the east, and many other production areas in between. Producers are very satisfied, grapes were

often very healthy. In order to keep the freshness in the Prosecco, grapes were picked earlier than usual.

- The coast of TUSCANY has an average temperature of about 5 degrees lower than inland. In Bolgheri, therefore, it never

was too hot. After the end of June it did not rain anymore, until the arrival of a little in September that came just in time

to help the Cabernet Sauvignon for its final run to the top… Piero Antinori says he has never seen such a beautiful Sangiovese, comparable with 2000, 2001 and 2007. 

In the territory of Montefalco with its majestic red grape variety Sagrantino. It is October 30

and in the cellars of Còlpetrone , the Sagrantino has just finished a three week period of maceration.  Wines have a good color, the right alcohol, and a great aroma. Wines that are less powerful and smoother than those of 2007 and 2008.

The small ABRUZZO region produces 3 million hl of wine, both red and white and a little rose (Cerasuolo). Most of the producers take their grapes to the cooperatives.

- In the south of APULIA, (late) spring brought too much rain. Many producers could not work their vineyards in due time,

resulting in 50% less grapes around Manduria. Those who didn’t give up could benefit of July and August when the right

temperature with dry winds did the job.

CAMPANIA started on October 4 and will end on November 12 with the Aglianico. A final judgement about the reds is hard

to give today.
- In SICILY, rain was coming down steadily in September. Most good growers harvested practically in two periods: from

August 7 till mid September and one more week in October.  Also on the other island, SARDINIA, there was a split harvest. the ‘pre-rain’grapes (August 8 till mid September) were of the highest quality, which at the end probably will make up for a regular till good vintage.

